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REMINISCENCES O¥ PRANK VEJFTASA, PAIRDALE, NORTH DAXOTA,

I first came to Saunders County, Neb méka from the 014 country
and for a time worked on farms, dbut in 1880 in company with two
comrades I went horseback te look for lands in weatern Nehraska,
"We rode to a place 35 miles west of Keya Paha, Keya Paha was then
a large "eity", consisting of a postofficse in a sod house, We rode
through the woods once and saw what looked like large bags hung in the
trees, I considered mysself the bhravest of the party so I took one of
the bags down and opened it and found an Indian's corpse inside, On the
other side of the Xeya Pm?n river was a reservation, I went there alone
and found good 801l and rish grass, Mt what good did it do when it
belongsd to the Izﬁima. ¥e rode through that country several days, I
think that reservation was west of ¥ort Ranmdall and 0'Neilld., Then
we went to Box Butte County, where the land was good, but the country
unerettled. It wae Novemher, a blizzard came and I froze my feet, for I
was not prepared for the cold, I heard then that a certain catileman
lo8t ninety head of cattle, Then I went to Omaha where I worked on the
canal, but the work was toe hard, I became i1l and was takan‘gtho
hospitsl. I was near death, but finally racovereds In 1883 with a
certain Geman I agsin looked for Land, e had a wagon and team and went
north, through North nakota, where there was plenty of game and enter-
tainment vut ne fuel (wood) or water, We came to an Indlan resetvation
and ahout fifty Indians surrounded us, Some made signs, others talked
to us in their language and atil) others said: Money, and that of coume
I understood, Some wanted cwewing tohacow, I did not hawve mudh money
and never chewed tobaceo, I had heam that if you show an Indian a
letter, he will you go, 80 I was prepard for them, I showed them
a letter, dbut they shook their heads and then one ran into the hut and
came out with a dbig, powerful Indian. I handed him the letter, I think
he was a chief, but he shook his head, spoke to the others and they
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let us . It was near noon, but we were net hungw, we wére glad we
got away alive, Later we met an Indian family, hut were not afraid of
& small mumber of red men, We traveled on to North Takota and had many
interesting expsriences. The 1land in Walsh county meewed good to us, s0

we stopped there. I built a sod house, hached it for two yvears and then

married Misa Svohoda from Colfax ™unty. We suffered plenty of hard-

| shipe, drouth, loss of stock, ete, hit now I owmn 800 acres, a residence

that cost eight thousand dollars, and am prospering in every waye




